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Jamaica Kincaid in this article, Girl, sets to offer life advice to the girl child. The writer explains this is evidently premising on the temptations that may befall the girl child and eventually lead her astray. There is need to play by the rules if, in fact, the girl was to stay on track and avert slipping into a character and personality the society would frown upon. Kincaid also compares a girl`s actions, behavior and approach to life issues with a boy.
The setting regarding time is the present. Kincaid offers advice to the girl child in regards to the present day temptations and lifestyle that would otherwise make the girl not to grow straight. While there may have been sluts and similar characters in the present day times is proliferated with the same. This essentially means the setting is present. The place in which the writing appears to unfold is diverse and different. The writing and presentation conjure up a village setting, or somehow similar to that, with gardens. In illustrating this, the girl is advised to grow okra far away from the house. This means there is a slightly vast space that is most likely to be a village setting. The background is also simple and humble. In backing this, the girl is advised not to be eating foods on pathways as she could be followed by flies. It is humble settings that are characterized by such styles of selling foods. It is ghetto-like. 
The setting is also explained by the mood. Kincaid`s literary works capture different moods. First, the writer sounds sardonic.  The advice she offers about singing benna on Sundays is laced with scorn as doing that will turn her into a slut. The same can be said of the girl squatting playing marbles with boys. It is also reminiscent. The information was given to the girl from washing, ironing and making the table, as compared to how things used to play out in the past. Kincaid in this literary works sets to exert influence on the girl child, molding her into an outfit the society will respect and admire. 
In addressing different virtues that the girl child needs to observe, imagery is succinctly used in this work. When Kincaid advises the girl not to squat like boys, it conjures a picture of teens seated in a circle, with boys squatting and enjoying the game to the fullest. It seems this is exclusively their thing. On food presentation, the layout of how the table should be in regards to different meals of the day can be visualized. Breakfast appears loaded, with more plates and foodstuffs in comparison to how lunch is served. The roadside sale of foodstuffs can be conjured, lining from one end to the other with people at times milling the place to drive hunger away. The foodstuffs and the sellers, going by the advice of Kincaid to the girl not to eat such foods, can be visualized to be characterized by little, to lack of, sufficient cleanliness.
The girl is taught how to and how not wash and iron her father`s clothes. By saying this, the girl can be visualized with clothes, and since the background is simple and humble, the type of clothes in question here are not classy. But the issue is handling them, and not necessarily what and how they look like.
In the valediction, Kincaid leaves the girl in suspense on if the girl would be the type that would not after all be influential and have her way to what is best for her. 
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